iv           DECLINE OF THE FRENCH POWER           49
thirty yards. The enemy, taken by surprise, abandoned
their guns and fled, whilst the English remained under
arms until daylight disclosed the completeness of the
victory they had won. The army which Dupleix had raised
with so much difficulty was destroyed, and the reputa-
tion of the British arms was firmly established.
Olive, after receiving the surrender of the fort at
Caveripak, marched to Arcot, and next day moved to-
wards Vellore. But whilst on the march he received
orders to return to Fort St. David with his whole force
and take command of an expedition for the relief of
Trichinopoly. On his way to the coast he passed the
rising town of Dupleix-Futtehabad, where Dupleix had
planned the erection of a lofty monument, with inscrip-
tions in various Eastern languages to commemorate the
triumph of his arms. Olive, who well understood the
impressionable nature of the native character, deter-
mined to remove all visible trace of French supremacy.
The stately buildings were razed to the ground, and
the spell of Dupleix's genius was broken when it was
known that an Englishman had dared to destroy his
most cherished trophies.
Three days after his arrival at Fort St. David, Olive
was again ready to take the field, and he was on the
point of marching when Lawrence arrived from England
and assumed the command as senior officer. It was no
doubt a great disappointment, but he cheerfully took
service under his old chief, and remained with him
throughout the operations, The gallant defence of
Arcot had induced the Rajahs of Mysore and Tanjore to
support Mahomed AJi, and at the close of 1751 the
garrison of Trichinopoly was awaiting the arrival of the